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NEW ZEALAND’S EXPERIENCE 

"In my opinion tlie results of enfranchising the 
women of New Zealand liavc Itecn wholly hene- 
hcial.” 

The Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph George Ward. K. C. 
M. G.. Premier of New Zealand, spoke dclihcr- 
atcly and with conviction. I had sought him out 
at the Hotel Cecil, and, despite his multifarious 
engagements, he was kind enough to spare time 
to touch on the burning question of woman suf- 
frage. 

Sir Joseph has keen brown eyes, a strong, kind- 
ly face, and a certain air of strength and resolu- 
tion behind his diplomatic exterior. He laughed 
cheerfully when 1 asked him how it was the 
women of New Zealand have secured that for 
which we are striving so earnestly. 

"New Zealand.” he said, "has solved many 
problems which are vexing the spirits of the wise 
lieojilc here. You see. women with us had for 
vears taken an active interest in local affairs ; in- 
deed. the very atmosphere of the country seems 
to encourage co-operation between the sexes, and 
it was an easy step to complete enfranchisement. 

"It was nearly 14 years ago — in September, 
,8Q3_that the Houses of Parliament of New 
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Zealand passed the bill conferring the franchise 
on women.” 

“They tell us here.” I said, “that politics is out- 
side the sphere of women. Will you not let us 
know whether the women of New Zealand have 
proved themselves incapable of appreciating poli- 
tical issues?” 

“By no means. The State is but a larger home, 
and the problems in managing its affairs are 
much the same as those encountered in the house- 
hold. They differ rather in degree than in nature, 
and our women have shown themselves keenly 
alive to political issues, and have exhibited com- 
mon sense at least equal to that of men. 

“Has the possession of the vote produced any 
antagonism between the sexes?” 

“I have certainly observed none,” said Sir Jo- 
seph. smiling. “Indeed, there are some who tell 
us that it is useful to provide, in this way. intelli- 
gent topics for men and women to talk about 
apart from their own private affairs. It enlarges 
their mental horizon, and inculcates tolerance. 
The statement that the power to vote renders a 
woman less attractive or less companionable is 
utter nonsense. Human nature is not so easily 
affected. A good point which has especially 
struck me in the behavior of women in their re- 
lation to politics is the absence of wrangling and 
bitterness. Altogether we take our politics more 
good-naturedly in New Zealand, possibly owing to 
there not being so many apparently divergent in- 
terests. This is indirectly but not remotely due to 
political rights being the common property of the 
whole community, without invidious distinctions 

of class or sex.” 
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“And has New Zealand become accustomed to 
the idea of woman suffrage?” 

“A proposal to establish a sex line in politics 
would now be laughed at, and to the majojrity of 
the people of New Zealand the disenfranchisement 
of one-half of the population because they are 
women would appear as ridiculous as arbitrarily to 
withhold votes from a section of the men, — say 
those with red hair. 

“Yes, most decidedly the women care for the 
vote and use it. You will find particulars here 
which are conclusive on this point.” 

And Sir Joseph handed me the New Zealand 
Official Year Book. 

“You will see that in 1893, when women were 
enfranchised, 83 per cent, of those entitled to vote 
went to the polls, whereas less than 70 per cent, 
of the men voted. It appears, however, that this 
awoke the men to a sense of their duty, and the 
percentage of male voters has consistenly risen, 
until at the last election, in 1905, approximately 
the same percentage of male and female voters 
went to the polls.” 

“Do women push any pet reforms?” 

“I cannot say,” replied Sir Joseph, “that they 
have shown great activity in initiating special 
legislation. Indeed, they appear rather to consti- 
tute themselves an examining board, and their in- 
fluence is undoubtedly felt in all legislation. It is 
a sane, healthy influence, which makes for purity 
in politics, and, while mainl}’^ democratic in spirit 
and devoted to the protection of public interests 
rather than private privilege, it is a balancing 
force.” 

"Then you do not find evidence of hysteria in 
politics?” 



“No. our women are not unduly swayed by 
emotion in politics. In fact, they show consider- 
able political acumen.” 

"Tell your friends,” Sir Joseph said, when at 
parting I pressed for a message to the suffragists 
of England, “tell your friends to keep up their 
courage. Political enfranchisement came to the 
women of New Zealand with dramatic sudden- 
ness. and in fact they secured it by a majority of 
only two votes.” 

"And now?” 

"Now. if the question were voted upon, it is 
doubtful whether in the whole House there would 
be two to oppose it.” 

— B. Borrmann Wells in Woman’s Journal. 
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